Minutes of the Quarterly Meeting of the Board of Animal Health

Wednesday, April 16, 2014

A quarterly meeting of the Minnesota Board of Animal Health was held at 9:30 a.m. on
Wednesday, April 16, 2014 at the Orville L. Freeman Building in St. Paul, Minnesota. The
following people were present:

Board Members

John Whitten, Veterinarian
Holly Neaton, Veterinarian
Steve Brake, Producer
Dean Compart, Producer

Consultants to the Board
Jim Collins, Director, University of Minnesota Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory
Trevor Ames, Dean, University of Minnesota College of Veterinary Medicine

Guests

Steve Just, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Veterinary Services
Dave Preisler, Minnesota Pork Board

Julia Wilson, Minnesota Board of Veterinary Medicine
Gary Wertish, Minnesota Farmers Union

Matt Anderson, Anderson Veterinary Service

Stephanie Valberg, University of Minnesota

Carrie Finno, University of Minnesota

Jennifer Stephes, Minnesota Department of Agriculture
Kim Voller, Anoka Equine Veterinary Services

Ronda Reardon, West End Equine Veterinary Services
Jennifer Selvig, Cleary Lake Veterinary Hospital

Tracy Turner, Minnesota Horse Council, Anoka Equine Veterinary Services
Colleen Carter, Heritage Animal Hospital

Christie Ward, University of Minnesota

Christie Klatt, State Racing Commission

Lynn Hovda, State Racing Commission

Renata Engel, Horse Owner

Sarah Carlson, Carlson Veterinary Practice

Todd Perkins, Centre Point Stables

Kim Puckett, Dandelion Farm

Staff Members:

William Hartmann, Executive Director
Paul Anderson, Assistant Director
Dale Lauer, Assistant Director

Kris Petrini, Assistant Director



Beth Thompson, Assistant Director

Linda Glaser, Senior Veterinarian

Stacey Schwabenlander, Senior Veterinarian
Shauna Voss, Senior Veterinarian

Erica Gunderson, Communications Specialist
Bethany Hahn, Communications Director

Ray Scheierl, Information Technology Director

Ted Held, Information Technology

Autumn Rittel, Office and Administrative Specialist
Jeff Smith, District Veterinarian

Approval of Minutes of the Quarterly Meeting of the Board of Animal Health

held on Wednesday, January 22, 2014
A motion was made by Steve Brake and seconded by Dean Compart, with all present voting aye
to approve the minutes of the Wednesday, January 22, 2014 meeting.

Equine Herpesvirus-1

Dr. Paul Anderson spoke about the recent equine herpesvirus-1 (EHV-1) situation in Minnesota.
The Board of Animal Health has followed seven cases of EHV-1 in Minnesota. It is not
uncommon for this virus to circulate. However, the affected horses had neurologic signs, which
is more unusual in cases of non-neuropathogenic EHV-1. It does not appear to be a single
source, stable or event causing this recent event. The last positive case reported in Minnesota
was on March 29.

Equine herpesvirus-1 neuropathogenic strain is on the Board’s reportable disease list but the
non-neuropathogenic strain is not. However, veterinarians involved with this year’s non-
neuropathogenic cases reported them to the Board anyway. The Board’s response to the
disease would not be much different if the reportable EHV-1 strain surfaced.

Equine Herpes Myeloencephalopathy

Dr. Stephanie Valberg presented information on EHV-1. This virus causes respiratory symptomes,
abortion, neonatal disease and neurologic symptoms. There are two genetic types of EHV-1
virus. The neuropathogenic type spreads more rapidly and poses a higher risk of neurologic
disease. The non-neuropathogenic type is less likely to cause neurologic disease. About 15 —25
percent of the cases with the non-neuropathogenic virus develop neurologic disease. The
recent cases in Minnesota fall into that category.

There is a short incubation period for equine herpes myeloencephalopathy (EHM). Neurologic
horses shed large amounts of virus in nasal secretions. The virus can also be spread through
ingestion (contaminated feed and water) and fomites. This virus can persist on fomites for more
than 12 hours in typical barn conditions. The virus is susceptible to most disinfectants but any
organic material has to be removed first.



There was discussion regarding the reportability of EHV-1 and EHM. Representatives of the
equine industry in attendance requested that the Board make EHM reportable to the
Minnesota Board of Animal Health, regardless of the strain of EHV-1. They would also like the
Board to collect epidemiological information tied to EHM cases including involved equine
events, shows and exhibitions. Additionally, the equine industry representatives in attendance
indicated that they would be supportive of the Board placing quarantines on barns and stables
as cases of EHM are confirmed. The Board should post related information on its website to
help veterinarians track confirmed cases and should work with the U.S. Animal Health
Association to develop consistent regulatory response during outbreaks. For the time being,
they would like the Board to contact the primary veterinarians involved in the latest cases to
conduct epidemiological investigations.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is investigating the latest EHM cases through a
nation-wide survey. The Board will post related information on its website as it becomes
available.

Holly Neaton made a motion to add EHM to the Minnesota Board of Animal Health’s list of
reportable diseases. The motion was seconded by Dean Compart with all voting aye. Dr.
Whitten asked that equine industry guests in attendance provide details of their requests to Dr.
Hartmann so that we can further communicate on this issue and work together to develop
protocols for future EHM cases.

Reportable Disease List

Dr. Dale Lauer continued a discussion from the previous two board meetings regarding the
Board’s reportable disease list. There is a different response for different reportable diseases.
Depending on which disease we are dealing with, eradication, control and/or notification
strategies are used. Quarantine enforcement and conditions of the quarantine release have to
be considered when deciding whether quarantine should be used as a control strategy.

The Board'’s list has been reorganized with foreign animal diseases (FAD) at the top. There are a
few examples of FADs listed but it is not an all-inclusive list. All other diseases are now in
alphabetical order. Also, depending on the disease and where the diagnosis is made (field vs.
lab) a veterinarian or the laboratory may make the official report to the Board. Chemical
toxicity/contamination is included on the Board’s reportable disease list as a safeguard against
contaminated animals entering the food supply.

Reporting is not required only by veterinarians but by anyone that is aware of or suspects
disease. If an owner suspects disease in their animal and reports it to the Board, the Board will
follow-up by suggesting that a veterinarian becomes involved for further investigation and
diagnosis. If a disease is found at an out-of-state laboratory, the veterinarian or laboratory
should report the disease to the Board. Many laboratories error on the side of caution and
report any disease that is reportable somewhere, whether it is reportable in Minnesota or not.



Dean Compart motioned to accept the reportable disease list as proposed with the addition of
EHM. Holly Neaton seconded the motion with all voting aye.

Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory

Dr. Jim Collins spoke about activities at the University of Minnesota (U of M) Veterinary
Diagnostic Laboratory (VDL). Telemedicine is an evolving field, and the VDL has been working
on a telepathology project. The veterinary college has a program where you can send
radiographs in electronically and have them viewed and diagnosed. Zoetis has provided funding
that will enable the VDL to have this technology installed in April. During the first year of this
project, the U of M and Zoetis will be involved. Kansas State University and lowa State
University will get involved in the second year of the project.

A bill has been introduced in the Minnesota House of Representatives for $1.2 million
(H.F.3172) for the VDL to continue research and diagnostics for porcine epidemic diarrhea virus
(PEDv). The senate has a similar version of the bill (S.F.2785) that asks for $100,000. Senators
Franken and Klobuchar are requesting money at the federal level, too. The VDL has already
completed over 100 PEDv genome sequences but the turnaround time is not meeting industry
needs. With additional funding, the VDL could purchase a NexGen sequencer. This technology
could be used for PEDv, porcine reproductive and respiratory syndrome, swine influenza virus,
rotavirus and others. It can also sequence bacteria. At $99,000 this sequencer would be money
well-spent, as knowing the sequence allows us to trace back strains and determine where they
originated.

The VDL is working on its strategic plan. The objective is to align the College of Veterinary
Medicine (CVM), Academic Health Center and U of M plans. The first strategic planning meeting
took place in December; the next meeting is April 30. The goal is to complete the plan by June
30.

Funding for a new microbiology infectious disease research building on the St. Paul campus was
requested by the U of M in the FY2014 bonding bill. This building would be of benefit to the
Swine Disease Eradication Center, VDL and CVM. The funding status is currently unknown. The
legislative session ends on May 19. The industry would also benefit from food animal isolation
buildings on the St. Paul campus. The U of M is currently in discussion with the industry on this
topic.

The USDA’s secretary, Tom Vilsack, will be visiting the U of M’s veterinary school this month. He
is interested in the work that the National Center for Food Protection and Defense is doing.
Another upcoming event is the International Conference on One Medicine One Science
(iCOMOS). This year’s conference will be held in Minneapolis April 27 — 29. It will focus on
emerging diseases that can affect animals and people and the protection of our food supply.

The VDL is in search for a new food animal pathologist. Fourteen individuals applied. Three of
those will be chosen for an on-site interview.



College of Veterinary Medicine

Dr. Trevor Ames reported on happenings at the CVM. The college completed its accreditation
site visit earlier in April. This visit happens every seven years. There was an accreditation team
of 10 members at the college for several days. Renovations and cosmetic improvements were
made ahead of time in preparation for the visit. Eleven standards were used to determine
continued accreditation of the college. During the exit interview many compliments were paid
in the areas of curriculum, off-site training facilities, students, etc. One concern mentioned was
in regards to the aging large animal hospital facilities at the college. The CVM will get the final
report on accreditation in October, but the exit interview was positive.

U.S. Department of Agriculture

Dr. Steve Just provided a status update on staffing of the USDA Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service. To help cover a partial leave of absence of an acting district director, Dr.
Kevin Petersburg has been covering Minnesota and Wisconsin in addition to lowa. Thanks to a
more secure budget, the USDA-APHIS will hopefully have a district director within a month or
two. Additionally, within the next couple of months the agency will advertise 60 field positions
in the U.S. One position in the Minnesota area office will be available.

Poultry Industry Activities

Dr. Shauna Voss spoke about the Board’s notifiable avian influenza (NAI) related events this
winter. The events were held to identify gaps in the Minnesota Low Pathogenic Avian Influenza
Response Plan, work through a difficult NAl scenario, introduce the Incident Command
Structure (ICS) to the poultry industry, and develop communication strategies and responses
during NAl events. Attendees included state and federal animal health officials and industry
representatives from all different sectors of poultry in Minnesota.

In January a meeting was held to provide an overview of the ICS. Dr. Linda Glaser with the
Board and Mike Starkey with the Minnesota Department of Agriculture provided information to
animal health officials and poultry industry representatives regarding the ICS and its purpose
during NAl events. That same day in the afternoon, a group of communications directors from
industry and government participated in a panel discussion to help meeting attendees
understand what messages would be delivered during a NAI event. The panelists also spoke
about their agency or business needs during NAIl events and how they would effectively
communicate to address their specific objectives.

Following the January meeting was a three-day event held February 24 — 26 in St. Cloud. The
first day consisted of a chief executive officer panel with representatives from the major poultry
agri-businesses in Minnesota. The panel discussed what they need during a NAl event to
produce a cohesive public-private partnership. The second day of the meeting was a field tour
sponsored by the U of M and GNP Company. The group toured a broiler facility where USDA
officials and others could ask questions and better understand what happens in the field during
the movement of live poultry. The third day was an NAI tabletop exercise. Participants had to
work through a simulated NAI event affecting a broiler operation in a poultry-dense area of



Minnesota. During the exercise the group discussed changes necessary to the Minnesota Al
Response Plan.

Currently, Al disease alerts sent out by the Minnesota Poultry Testing Laboratory (MPTL)
identify premises by a map code rather than a specific name and location. A recommendation
during the February event was to provide a map on the alert so that it is easier to determine
where the virus is. The MPTL has since made that change and there has been a lot of positive
feedback.

Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea Virus and the Swine Health Advisory Committee

Dr. Beth Thompson spoke about PEDv and the Swine Health Advisory Committee. Thirty states
in the U.S. have confirmed the presence of PEDv. In Minnesota the cases of the disease are
leveling off. Increased biosecurity as a result of PEDv has decreased the incidence of porcine
reproductive and respiratory syndrome (PRRS) for many producers.

A swine health advisory committee has been formed in Minnesota. The group includes
representatives from the U of M, veterinary clinics, private business, other industry
representatives and animal health officials. The committee met on March 13. The discussion
revolved mostly around PEDv and what we should be doing in response. There were three
points that the group agreed upon: 1) the rapid agriculture response funding to the VDL should
be replenished to continue research, 2) should consider developing a producer-owned and
financed database for information sharing, and 3) we need to evaluate whether there is
sufficient planning and funding available to address the next significant swine disease.

Dr. Dave Wright also presented information on PRRS at the committee meeting. The Stevens
County PRRS Eradication Project is now being expanded to include PEDv.

Exhibition Season

Dr. Beth Thompson explained how the Board is permitting exhibitions this year. Instead of
issuing exhibition permits from the St. Paul office as in years past, field staff members are
making personal visits to permit fairs. The field staff members attend the district fair meetings
to explain exhibition rules and collect permit applications. The feedback on these face-to-face
meetings has been very positive.

In early March, Minnesota State Fair personnel got together with the Board to discuss the fair
season and PEDv-related issues. Instead of imposing testing requirements the group decided to
put out messaging about biosecurity. Leadership with 4-H is educating students on cleaning,
disinfecting and biosecurity.

Legislative Update

Dr. Bill Hartmann summarized Board-related legislative activity. This year is not a funding year
so the Board’s activity at the Capitol has been relatively low. However, there is one major bill
that will most likely pass. After seven years the dog and cat breeder bill has gained momentum.



The bill requires the Board to inspect and license facilities that have more than 10 breeding
animals and sells or exchanges at least five litters per year. The bill is very specific on how we
do inspections and what is included in the inspections. There is authority in the bill for the
Board to promulgate rules to manage the program.

The bill does include funding for the Board to implement and maintain the dog and cat breeder
program. Dr. Paul Anderson will administer the program if the bill passes. The Minnesota Pet
Breeders Association has expressed appreciation for the Board through this process.

The mandatory rabies vaccination bill has not gotten a hearing this year and will not be getting
one. The bill will need to be reintroduced during the next biennial session.

Dr. John Whitten Retiring

Dr. Bill Hartmann expressed gratitude to the Board members for their service. The board
members understand agriculture in Minnesota and provide valuable insight to the Board of
Animal Health. After serving as a board member for 12 years, Dr. John Whitten is retiring and
was honored for his service.

Election of Officers to the Board of Animal Health

Executive Director Dr. Bill Hartmann took over direction of the meeting for the election of next
year’s Minnesota Board of Animal Health officers (July 1, 2014 — June 30, 2015). Steve Brake
was elected as president and Holly Neaton as vice president to the Board of Animal Health.

Appointment of Executive Director

The board members met in a closed session with Dr. Beth Thompson to discuss the
appointment of the executive director of the Board of Animal Health for the coming fiscal year
July 1, 2014 — June 30, 2015. A motion was made by Dean Compart to rehire William L.
Hartmann as the executive director, seconded by Holly Neaton, with all voting aye. A motion
was made by Holly Neaton to approve an achievement award for the executive director,
seconded by Dean Compart, with all voting aye.

Date and Place of Next Board Meeting
The Board will hold its next quarterly meeting at 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, September 3, 2014
in St. Cloud or Brainerd. A motion was made to adjourn with all voting aye.

Respectfully Submitted,

HAHZ

Dr. William L. Hartmann
Executive Director



