Minutes of the Quarterly Meeting of the Board of Animal Health

Wednesday, April 6, 2016
A quarterly meeting of the Minnesota Board of Animal Health was held at 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, April 6,
2016 at the Best Western Plus Kelly Inn in St. Cloud. The following people were present:

Board Members

Dean Compart, Producer
Holly Neaton, Veterinarian
Paul Hanowski, Producer
Matt Anderson, Veterinarian
Peter Ripka, Producer

Consultants to the Board
Jerry Torrison, Director, University of Minnesota Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory
Trevor Ames, Dean, University of Minnesota College of Veterinary Medicine

Guests

Mary Donahue, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Veterinary Services

Elaine Hanson, MN Pet Breeders Association

Tory Whitten, Minnesota Department of Health

Tom Hans, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Veterinary Services

Mahesh Kumar, former Board member

Steve Olson, Midwest Poultry Federation

Stephanie Rossow, Diagnostic Pathologist, University of Minnesota Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory

Staff Members

William Hartmann, Executive Director

Paul Anderson, Assistant Director

Dale Lauer, Assistant Director

Beth Thompson, Assistant Director

Linda Glaser, Senior Veterinarian

Shauna Voss, Senior Veterinarian

Greg Suskovic, District Veterinarian

Michael Crusan, Communications Director

Michael Thompson, State Program Administrator Intermediate



Approval of Minutes of the Quarterly Meeting of the Board of Animal Health held on

Wednesday, February 17, 2016

A motion was made by Peter Ripka and seconded by Paul Hanowski, with all present voting aye, to approve
the minutes of the Wednesday, February 17, 2016 meeting.

Legislative Session

Dr. Bill Hartmann provided an update on the ongoing legislative session. This is a non-funding year for the
Board, so the budget remains unchanged. Of the original state-provided Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza
(HPAI) funding, there is a little more than one million dollars left. This money was originally tagged to deal
specifically with HPAI response activities, but a request has been made to use this money for response
activities to other diseases not specific to poultry. Access to this fund would also extend into 2019, and it
could be used to pay for activities related to the preparation for future disease incidents.

College of Veterinary Medicine

Dr. Trevor Ames introduced Dr. Jerry Torrison, the new Director of the Veterinary Diagnostic Lab (VDL), and he
provided an update on the College of Veterinary Medicine (CVM). CVM faculty have had recent success in
securing large research grants. There is an ongoing effort to limit tuition increases for veterinary students by
reducing the number of administrative positions.

There are two bills currently under consideration at the State Legislature related to the CVM and the
Diagnostic Lab. H.F. 3153 allocates money to the VDL for the purchase of new molecular diagnostic
equipment; this new equipment would improve the VDL’s ability to develop new molecular tests while still
meeting the current high demand for testing. This equipment would also enhance the VDL’s ability to search
for “unknown” pathogens. H.F. 3154 allocates money to the University of Minnesota to develop software that
would organize and present VDL test results to veterinarians and producers in a way that will help them better
track the movement of specific pathogen strains through their production systems. This information will help
to improve biosecurity measures, animal health, and to limit production losses.

In preparation for HPAI, the University of Minnesota has approved funding for new Polymerase Chain Reaction
(PCR) technicians and a veterinary diagnostician at the Minnesota Poultry Testing Lab (MPTL) in Willmar. The
new MPTL construction is on track to be completed in August, 2016. Ground-breaking for a new veterinary
isolation facility is scheduled for summer 2016. The University of Minnesota and the Board of Animal Health
have reached an agreement on a new contract for the long-term funding of the MPTL. As part of this
agreement, Dr. Dale Lauer and Dr. Shauna Voss are University of Minnesota adjunct faculty.

In other news, attempts to unionize the faculty at the University of Minnesota won’t affect the CVM because it
has already voted to be exempted from that process.

Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory

Dr. Stephanie Rossow provided an update from the VDL. Porcine Reproductive and Respiratory Syndrome
(PRRS) has been relatively steady across the State. There is currently a PRRS strain circulating in Oklahoma



that is associated with a primary encephalitis; this strain has not shown up in any Minnesota facilities yet. All
testing for avian influenza has been negative to date in 2016.

Staffing the new MPTL positions is proceeding. There are three PCR technicians who have been identified so
far; they will be trained in St. Paul over the summer. A search committee has been created to fill the
veterinary diagnostician position.

United States Department of Agriculture

Dr. Tom Hans provided an update from USDA. A recent Tuberculosis (TB) trace investigation led to a herd test
at a Minnesota dairy. Of the 224 caudal fold test responders, there were two reactors to the follow-up
comparative cervical tests (CCT) and 10 suspects. None of these 12 animals had gross lesions on post-mortem
examination. Mycobacterial cultures are pending on samples collected from the two CCT reactors and some
of the CCT suspects.

Dr. Hans is the current acting Assistant Director for USDA-Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS)
Veterinary Services (VS) in Minnesota, and multiple staff are scheduled to rotate through this position until a
permanent Assistant Director is hired. This process is likely to take up to two months.

The APHIS VS office will move into its new location at 100 Bridgepoint Drive, South St. Paul on June 1, 2016.

HPAI Preparation

Dr. Linda Glaser provided an overview of the new mapping system for future HPAI incidents. The purpose of
this system is to share control zone and infected premise locational information with a broader selection of
people than was possible during the 2015 event. This map will be available online with four tiers of access;
ranging from specific site information to broad details. These tiers will be available for the incident command
team, industry partners, emergency response partners, and the general public. The mapping system is
undergoing some final changes and should become available for use in the next couple of weeks.

Dr. Greg Suskovic provided an overview of the state’s response to future mortality events. This preparation
includes a completed organizational chart and new response-specific documents. The new initial contact
sheet is a fillable PDF document to help gather as much information as possible and then automatically alert a
list of designated response personnel. The initial response protocol spells out the roles, responsibilities and
contact information for everyone involved in a response. A recent mortality event in broilers demonstrated
that these new mechanisms can effectively trigger an initial response.

Hiring of the Executive Director

The Board went into a closed session and interviewed candidates for the position of Executive Director of the
Board of Animal Health. After due consideration, the Board offered the position to Dr. Beth Thompson. She
accepted the position. The Board instructed the current Executive Director to work with Human Resources to
negotiate salary. Dr. Thompson’s start date is Thursday, June 2, 2016.

Date and Place of Next Board Meeting



The Board will hold its next quarterly meeting at 9:30 a.m. Wednesday, September 7 in Willmar. A motion
was made to adjourn the meeting by Paul Hanowski and seconded by Peter Ripka, with all present voting aye.

Respectfully Submitted,

AT

Dr. William L. Hartmann
Executive Director



